Pharmacovigilance based on prescription databases.
Prescription databases are indispensible in drug safety research and surveillance. For suspected rare serious adverse drug reactions, the confirmation and quantitative risk assessment requires proper epidemiological studies. Often prescription databases provide the information on drug exposure for such studies. Aberrant drug utilization in terms of overuse, underuse, polypharmacy etc. may be a threat to the health of the patient, and these aspects can best be studied by prescription databases. In cases of international drug safety alerts, prescription databases may provide information required for rational actions to be taken.